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April, 1862, Theodore Brooks, of Santiago de Cuba, merchant, and has 
issue: Theodore, 8 b. 26th January, 1863; Thomas William,' b. 9th May, 
1865; Ernest Augustus, 8 b. 1st October, 1868; Amelia Theresa, 6 b. 19th 
November, 1871; Richard, 8 b. 7th February, 1874. 

VII. William Newton,'' of whom hereafter. 

Francis Vincent, 7 b. Santiago de Cuba, nth April, 1849, d - there nth 
March, 1853. 

Amelia Louise,' b. Santiago de Cuba, 18th April, 1850, married 29th 
September, 1870, James L. Truslow, Jr., of "Avebury," Summit, N. J., 
and has issue: Marie Jermain, 8 b. 6th August, 1871; Thomas Horlor, 8 
b. 18th February, 1873; Henry Adams, 8 b. 9th April, 1874; Ernest 8 b. 
18th December, 1877; Theordore Brooks, 8 b. 18th October, 1880. 

(to he concluded) 



THE BROOKE FAMILY OF VIRGINIA, 
i Prepared by Prof. St. George Tucker Brooke, Morgantown, W. Va. ) 

The Brooke family in England, whatever its relationship to the family 
in this country, took an early interest in the colonization of Virginia. 
We find in the charter of 1609, that Sir Calisthenes Brooke, Sir John 
Brooke, Christopher Brooke, gentlemen, and Richard Brooke, gentle- 
man, are mentioned among the incorporators of the Virginia Company* 
For short Biographical sketches of these four Brooke knights and gen- 
tlemen, see Alexander Brown's Genesis of the United States, Vol. II, p. 
833. The eighth Lord Cobham (Henry Brooke), a friend of Sir Walter 
Raleigh, aided by pecuniary contribution in sending Gosnold to the 
coast of New England (then Virginia) in the voyage of March 26 to July 
23, 1602. f Christopher Brooke, a member of the Virginia Company, 
and an eminent lawyer and literary man, as counsel of the Company in 
1603, filed a bill of discovery before Lord Chancellor Ellesmere, against 
Sir Henry Cary, Sir Wm. Cornwallis and a large number of others, to 
discover the amount of their subscriptions of stock to the Company, t 
Not improbably this Christopher Brooke was an ancestor of the Chris- 
topher Brooke who 129 years later (17321 stood as godfather at the bap- 
tism of the infant George Washington. In old John Smith's History of 
Virginia, we find, " The Names of the Adventurers for Virginia Alpha- 
betically set downe, according to a printed Booke, set out by the Treas- 
urer and Councell in this present yeare, 1620." Among these "Adven- 
turers," we find the names of Richard Brooke and Christopher Brooke. 

William Brooke came from England to Virginia, with nineteen other 
emigrants, on board "The Temperance," in 1621, and Bazil Brooke, 
aged twenty years, came to Virginia on January 2d, 1634, on "The 
Bonaventura," with 168 other emigrants, and Robert Brooke, aged 

* Hening's Statutes at Large, pp. 80-87. 
+ Genesis of the United States, Vol. II. 
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thirty-three years, landed in Virginia May 15, 1635, with eighty-three 
other emigrants.* Henry Brooke was living in York county, Va., in 
1643 and in 1646.1 " Robert Brooke is said to have come to Virginia 
about i66o."J William Brooke was clerk of the court of Essex county 
29th of May, 1665. $ The maiden name of the mother of Nathaniel Ba- 
con, leader of the so-called " Bacon's Rebellion " (1676), was Elizabeth 
Brooke, daughter of Sir Robert Brooke, of Cockfield Hall, Suffolk, 
England. || In 1689, we find Robert Brooke, with his wife Catherine 
(daughter and sister of Humphrey Booth), living in Essex and filling the 
office of justice of the peace of the county.^ Whence he came will 
probably not now ever be known. He had several sons, Robert, who 
became a " Knight of the Golden Horseshoe," Humphrey and William. 
From these we believe the Brookes of Virginia to be descended ° 

We publish below some documents copied from the Essex county 
records and from some old papers remaining at " Brook-Bank " in that 
county. From these records, we propose to construct the genealogical 
table of these early Brookes, and we invite any information from any 
source that may enable us to make it accurate. We would particularly 
like information on any one of the following points: 

* Original Emigrants to the American Plantations, by John Camden Hotten. Virginia 
Hist. Mag. 

f Bruce's Economic History of Virginia, Vol. II, pp. 89, 142. 

\ Virginia Historical Collections, Vol. II, p. 374. 

'{A. deed of that date from West to Fogg, signed by Wm. Brooke, as clerk of the court. 

|| Virginia Historical Magazine, Oct , 1895. 

1f Bishop Meade s Old Churches and Families of Va., Vol. II. 

Robert Brooke, born in London, June 3, 1602, settled in Maryland in 1650, with eight 
sons. From him were descended Chief Justice Roger Brooke Taney and Elizabeth 
Brooke, mother of Charles Carroll, of Carrolton. This Maryland Brooke family can 
prove to be lineally descended from Sir Robert Brooke, who was Chief Justice of the 
Court of Common Pleas, about 1550 (Mary's reign), and who was the author of Brooke's 
Grand Abridgment of the Law (Tyler's Life of Chief Justice Taney). It is often and 
persistently asserted that the Virginia family is descended from one of the eight sons of 
the Robert Brooke who came to Maryland in 1650. But when we consider that William, 
Bazil, Robert and Henry were all living in Virginia before the Maryland family came 
over in 1650, some doubt seems to be thrown upon this persistent assertion, unless, in- 
deed, it can be sustained by some documentary proof not known to this writer. In 1693, 
Robert Brooke, of Essex county, Va. (presumably the husband of Catherine Booth, and 
the father of Robert, the " Knight of the Golden Horseshoe ") signed a deed as witness, 
and stated his age to be forty years. Therefore he was born in 1653, and could not have 
been one of the eight sons who came with their father, Robert, to Maryland in 1650. But 
one of those eight sons was Baker Brooke, born November 16, 1627, and another was 
Thomas Brooke, born 23d of June, 1632, and the third was Charles, born April 3,1636. 
Robert Brooke, of Essex, Va , therefore, could have been the son of either Baker Brooke 
or Thomas Brooke. Another of the eight sons was William, born in Battel, England, 
December 1, 1643. Could he be the same William whom we find cletk of court of Essex, 
May 29, 1665? Another son was Robert, born in London, April 21, 1639. Could he be the 
Robert who " is said to have come to Virginia in 166a? " One would suppose that a ref- 
erence to the genealogical tree of the Maryland family would very easily settle these 
questions. 
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1. Is there any other proof than mere tradition, or is there even a well 
established tradition that the father of George Brooke of Mantapike was 
Humphrey Brooke; we know that his mother was Elizabeth Braxton, 
daughter of George Braxton, the Elder (8 Hen. Stat., 474). 

2. There was a joint patent of land to George Brooke, Humphrey 
Brooke, Paulin Brooke and George Braxton, of 1,000 acres each, in 
1728. This could not have been George Brooke of Mantapike, because 
at that date he was only three years old, nor could it have been a son of 
Robert (surveyor and Knight of the Golden Horseshoe 1, because in his 
will he mentions all four of his sons and George is not among the num- 
ber. 

3. "Richard Brooke and Rebecca his wife" were living in Essex in 
1699. Who were they ? 

4. One George Brooke married the sister of Chief Justice John Mar- 
shall. Who was he? 

5. When the Revolution broke out one Humphrey Brooke was a mid- 
shipman in the British Navy; he left the navy and came home to Virginia; 
was afterwards captured by the British and treated with great harshness, 
perhaps because they considered him a deserter. Afterthe war he mar- 
ried MissSallie Page, and died about 1840, aged nearly ninety-two years. 
He had issue: 1. Robert; 2. M. Walker; 3. Mary; 4. Anne. 

6. Humphrey Brooke was clerk of the County Court of Fauquier from 
1759 to 1793 and Francis Brooke from 1793 to 1805, and H. Brooke was 
clerk of the Circuit Court of Prince William county from 1789 to 1793 
and G. Brooke was clerk of the same court from 179310 1805 (Johnston's 
Memorials of Va. Clerks). 

7. In 1759, John Mercer, of Marlboro, published the first Code of Vir- 
ginia. It was printed in Williamsburg and was published by subscrip- 
tion. In the beginning of book is a most interesting list of the subscribers 
and among the number are Robert Brooke, Essex; George Brooke, 
King and Queen, and Humphrey Brooke, Williamsburg. 

8. A certificate for military service on board the " brig Musquito (be- 
longing to this State)," Virginia Navy in the Revolution, was issued 
December 22,1 794, to Thomas Brooke for the services of Reuben Brooke, 
deceased. Hen. Stat., Vol. I. (New Series), p. 339. 

9. Commodore Walter Brooke, the first Commodore in the Virginia 
Navy in the Revolution, was doubtless of the Maryland family (Va. 
Hist. Mag., July, 1893). No. 5 joint resolution Virginia Legislature 
(Wheeling), January 10, 1863. 

10. In 1705, a ferry was established in "Elizabeth City County at 
Hampton Town to Brooke's Point." A Brooke must have lived there 
to give the name to the " Point." 3 Hen. Stat., p. 471. Ibid., 219. 

11. Hayden in his Virginia Genealogies, p. 508. says, that Humphrey 
Brooke, whose daughter, Catherine, married Burr Powell, January 6 
1792, was a son of Mathew Brooke. Who was this Mathew Brooke ? 
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12. Hayden also says (p. 492), that Cecilia Gustavus Brown, b. June 
11, 1784 d. April 19, 1833, m. first, 1805, Mathew Whiting Brooke, son 
of Edmund Brooke, and this statement is corroborated on page 9. But 
Dr. Mathew Whiting Brooke married Elizabeth Lewis, and that marriage 
is mentioned by Hayden on pp. 478-9, 452. What relation were the two 
Matthews. 

13. A great granddaughter of the Humphrey Brooke whose daughter, 
Catherine, married Burr Powell, says: " I believe Col. George Brooke 
of Mantapike was the father of my great grandfather, Humphrey Brooke; 
this Humphrey Brooke was clerk of Fauquier county for thirty-six years, 
a member of the State Senate from 1791 to 1802, and perhaps a member 
of the Convention that met in Richmond, |une, 1788, to determine upon 
the adoption of the new Constitution (though this latter may have been 
another Humphrey Brooke), he married Ann or Nancy Whiting; he had 
a brother, Francis, and sons George and Francis. I have a letter from 
him to my grandmother speaking of Dumfries as home." It may- 
be remarked in regard to this letter that George Brooke could not have 
been the father of this Humphrey if Hayden is right in saying that his 
father was Matthew, besides George Brooke in his will mentions only 
two sons, Richard and an infant son William, but he does mention a 
brother Humphrey. 

14. Hayden says (p. 300), that the will of Rawleigh Travers, dated 
February 20, 1701, probated, Richmond county, November, 1701, men- 
tions "his God son Rawleigh Brooke." The researches of this writer 
fail to discover any Rawleigh Brooke. In view of this long list of queries 
it may be remarked that the colonial Brookes were either too large or 
too small to "care whence they came; " else they would never have 
allowed their genealogical record to fall into such confusion. 

Essex County Court Records. 

Deed of Humphrey Booth and Margaret, his wife, to John Washing- 
ton. Date, 1663, Deed Book, No. 1. 

Captain Humphrey Booth, 16th of Feb., 1666. 

This Indenture, made the 19th of June, Anno Dom., 1689, between 
Humphrey Booth of Rappahannock County, planter, son and heire ap- 
parent of Humphrey Booth, late of the said Co., Gent., Dec'd, Rob- 
ert Brooke, of the said Co , planter, and Catherine, his wife, daughter 
also of the said Humphrey Booth, dec'd, and heire entaile in possibility 
to the said Humphrey the son, of the one part, and Richard Stoakes, of 
the said Co., planter, of the other part, Witnesseth,- that the said Hum- 
phrey Booth, Robert Brooke and Katherine, his wife, for and in con- 
sideration of the sum of two thousand, one hundred, thirty and three 
pounds of tobacco to them or one of them in hand at and before the 
Sealing and Delivery hereof by the said Richard Stoakes, well and truly 
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paid, the Receipt whereof of the said Humphrey, Robert and Katherine 
do hereby acknowledge themselves to be therewith fully satisfied, and 
of and from the same and every part thereof they and everyone of them 
do and doth freely acquit, release and discharge the said Richard 
Stoakes and his heirs, Exors., and admis., and everyone of them by 
these presents have, and each and every one of them hath given, 
granted, bargained, sale confirmed, released, ratified, and by these 
presents do, and each and every one of them doth fully, clearly and ab- 
solutely give, grant, bargain, sell unto the said Richard Stoakes his 
heirs and assigns, all that piece or parcel of land containing fifty-nine 
acres and one-quarter of an acre situate and being in the Parish of Cit- 
tenburne, on the south side Rappahannock River, in Rappahannock 
County aforesaid, lying, running and extending in manner foil' (Viz): 
beginning at a certain stake set in the new fence pasture of the said 
Richard Stoakes and adjoining to the land of the edge of Pocoson, 
thence S. 50 deg. and thirty minutes, West 8 perches to a small stake 
oak saplin, thence n. 16, 160 Perch to the last mentioned stake and all 
woods, underwoods, trees growing or being on the said piece or parcel 
of land or any part thereof, and all houses, out houses, edifices and 
buildings there upon standing, erected or built, and all way Passaeges, 
waters, water courses, Profitts, Privileges, emoluments, hereditaments and 
appertinences Whatsoever to the Premises Belonging, etc. 

(Signed) Humphrey Booth, 
Robert Brooke, 
Kath. Brooke. 

Signed, sealed and Delivered in the presents of us, the mark of: 
Thos. ( ) Griffin, Samuel Thacker, John Almond. 

Recorded 7th day of August, 1689. Deed Book No. 8, pages not 
numbered in this deed book. 

(to be continued) 



A GENEALOGY OF THE HERNDON FAMILY. 

(Compiled by John W. Herndon ) 

Abbreviations: b., born; m., married; d., died; ch., children; dau., 
daughter of; s., son of; d. s. p , died without issue; d yng., died young; 
des. unk., descendants, if any, unknown; Spot., Spotsylvania co., Va.; 
Fred., Fredericksburg, Va. 

Among the names inscribed on the roll of Battle Abbey as having 
come with William the Conquerer into Britain, in 1066, is that of Heiroun. 
He is the ancestor of the family of Herons, as they were afterwards 
called, which, for centuries, were prominent in the affairs ol the land of 
their adoption. One branch of this family, probably to distinguish it 
from another, assumed the suffix "don," which, according to some, 



